
Group discussion  Each number below includes questions that relate to the scripture.  I offer a few answers, but your perspective may be better. The point is to discuss, not to get 100% agreement. Rule of thumb:  the fewer questions you ask, the better.  Save time for “the big question.”

Read II Samuel 6:12-23 aloud.
You will also need to give background from verses 1-11.
1. Why was the Ark of the Covenant so special to David? What did it signify?
Signified the presence of God. Share the history from the back page.

What happened in verse 13 when the ark started to move?

Why did they go to so much trouble? Six steps is not much progress.
2. What did David do as the ark was carried to Jerusalem (14)?
What did David’s actions say about his heart?

3. Who was Michal and what did she think of the ark coming into Jerusalem?
She did not seem to give much thought to the ark’s arrival.

What did she notice about the procession?

Michal had been David’s first love. How did they grow so far apart?

Share Michal’s life story from the back page.

What can we learn from David & Michal’s marriage?

4. As our church considers worship this month, what can we learn from this story?
What can we learn from David?

What can we learn from Michal?

Who was the audience David & Michal were concerned to please?
5. How can someone who grew up worshipping God grow so spiritually cold as Michal?
Who was more reverent – David or Michal?

How would you define reverent?

How can you spot reverence in other people?

Don’t confuse boiling passion or somber silence with reverence. Either could reflect a reverent spirit.

6. How well would you say David was following the Shema?
Deut. 6:4-5, the passage that we discussed at our last meeting.

7. Why did God put Uzzah to death (verse 7)?
I recommend you avoid this discussion, but someone is likely to ask. We don’t know why God’s wrath burned against Uzzah, other than the text says he was “irreverent.” His action sounds innocent, but God and Uzzah knew his real motivations.

How does God respond to irreverent worshippers today?

More like he responded to Michal than to Uzzah – he does not put us to death on the spot, but we miss a lifetime of joyful experiences when we fail to honor God.
· The million-dollar question  If you ask only one question, this is it. Go around the circle and give each person an opportunity to answer. It’s okay to pass, but even the quiet people deserve a chance to respond.
How could you take a step toward being more like David in worship? 

Resources  
Bible notes

· Michal’s life was a soap-opera, treated like a pawn in the struggles between her father and David:

· I Sam. 18 – Michal loved David. Saul hoped her affection could lead to David’s death. He named an impossible price for her hand in marriage, but David paid it.
· I Sam. 18 – Michal helped David escape, which infuriated Saul.
· I Sam. 25 – Saul gave Michal to Paltiel, likely a slap at David.

· II Sam. 3 – After Saul’s death, his assistant Abner offered to help David take the throne. David insisted that Abner bring Michal with him. 2nd husband Paltiel wept over losing her.

·  II Sam. 6 – something changed during the years that David and Michal were apart. The honeymoon was over.

· The ark of the covenant had an interesting story. 
· Constructed in Exodus and traveled with Israelites for 40 years. Contained Aaron’s rod, manna, and two stone tablets.
· It came to rest in Shiloh, Joshua’s headquarters (Josh. 18).

· During Samuel’s day, Israel lost the ark to the Philistines. After months of curses, the Philistines returned it (I Sam. 4-6).
· Ark stayed at Kiriath Jearim for 20 years (I Sam. 7), although Israelites occasionally brought it to battlefields (I Sam. 14:18).

· Uzzah died when transporting the ark, but David finally got it to his new capital, Jerusalem (II Sam. 6).

· The ark was lost after Israel’s destruction in 586 BC.

· Recovered by Indiana Jones in the 1940’s, then stashed in a government warehouse ever since (kidding!).

Kid-friendly activity…kids & adults growing together. 

Celebrate the good things God has done this last week!  

Shapes game – Stand in a circle and take turns naming a shape for everybody to act out. Examples: line, pretzel, gorilla, banana, circle.
Read Romans 12:1-2 aloud. 

What does it mean to be conformed to the pattern of the world?

How is that like the shape game?

What would it mean to be transformed to God’s will? How would your life be different if you were shaped like God vs. the world?
How could kids be a living sacrifice? What have you sacrificed for God?
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II Samuel 6 – Worship
By John Grant (jgrant@collegehills.org)

The theme for this conversation:  worshipping God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
II Samuel 6 is one of the few OT passages my home church cited on the topic of worship. Poor old Uzzah was lax about worship patterns, so he ended up like Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10). I am unsure what Uzzah did wrong, but God found his action irreverent. 
Two other people in this chapter teach us about reverence, though their story is less familiar. David danced with all his might before God, and his wife Michal found him a disgrace. Which of them would God say was more reverent? While it is not explicit, the story indicates that God was more pleased with David’s exuberance than Michal’s propriety.
Leadership tip:  It is always helpful to read the chapters before and after your key text. That is particularly true with this passage. The story of David’s rise to power is fascinating – start with Saul’s coronation in I Samuel 8 or with Goliath in I Samuel 17. You will be blessed by reading!
I. Relate  Use a few of these to introduce the theme and “break the ice.”  No right or wrong answers – maybe goofy but not wrong!  Look for opportunities to affirm and encourage individuals through these questions. 
· What are your memories of high school dances? 
· When have you cried in worship? When have you been so excited in worship that you wanted to jump up and shout?
· What are the strengths & weaknesses of a worship service that is quiet and reflective? What is the biblical basis for silence in worship?






