
Group discussion  Each number below includes questions that relate to the scripture.  I offer a few answers, but your perspective may be better.  The point is to discuss, not to get 100% agreement.  Rule of thumb:  the fewer questions you ask, the better.  Save time for “the big question.”

Read James 3:13-18. As a way to enrich the reading of the Word allow different translations to be read in preparation of your discussion. 

1. Did anything strike you from the preaching this morning or from the reading of this text this evening? What? 

Why did this word, image, or concept strike you? 

2. What is the question James asks to begin this text (13)? 

If you think about the entire Bible who comes to mind as an answer this question? Why do you think of them? 

How would you answer this question today? Who do you think of in the modern world as wise and understanding? Why do you think of them? 

3. According to this text, what is James’ definition of the “good life?” 

How do you think James’ definition compares to popular, modern definitions of the “good life?”

What kinds of obstacles stand in the way of a person experiencing this good life that James describes? 

4. James begins his discussion talking about wisdom (13) and then he transitions to a discussion of the heart (14). 

What do you think one’s heart has to do with a wise, good life? 

Has anyone ever harbored something in his or her heart (e.g., envy and selfish ambition)? What does this feel like? 

How does it affect your life when you harbor things inside that are evil and selfish? 

How might someone go about releasing things like envy and selfishness from their heart? Does James give any helpful hints? 

4. Paraphrase in your own words James’ description of worldly/earthly wisdom (14-16). 

What does James say is the result of such wisdom (15-16)? 
Can you think of modern day examples of “earthly wisdom” that are not of the purposes of God? 

Hint: Look at the “wise sayings” list on the kid’s activity to spark some ideas of what earthly wisdom sounds like. 
Describe what you think disorder looks and feels when your life is filled with envy and selfishness. Also, name some of the evil practices that arise out of these attitudes.  

5. In contrast, James describes another kind of wisdom (17-18). Describe this type of wisdom in your own words. 

According to James, what is the result of this kind of wisdom? 

Count the number of times that this wisdom involves relationships with others. How many did you count? 

What might this tell us about what it means to be wise and have a good life? 

· The million-dollar question  If you ask only one question, let this be it.  Allow at least 20 minutes.  Go around the circle and give each person an opportunity to answer.  It’s okay if they pass, but at least they get a chance to respond.
How do you think one goes about becoming wise? Are there hints and clues given in this text (or in the rest of James) as to the path to wisdom? 

Resources  

Bible notes

James is not the first biblical writer to speak about wisdom. Instead, he stands within a larger wisdom tradition that dates back all the way to the Hebrew Scriptures (e.g., Proverbs). In fact, in today’s text he draws upon this source. Read Proverbs 8:22-31 to see if you can find what James has in common with the writer of Proverbs.

Kid-friendly activity.  An activity designed to help kids and adults grow in faith together.  Do this first, then dismiss the kids so the adults can talk.

Play the “Wisdom From Where?” Game

Preparation: Print out the list of sayings below onto two separate sheets (or you can read aloud the sayings aloud during the game). 

Delivery: Divide the kids into two teams. Give each one a copy of the list of sayings. Give them time to check which ones they think come from the Bible or are not from the Bible. Gather everyone together and go through each one. See who wins (but give everyone a prize). 

Read: James 3:13-18

Discussion: How do you know if something or someone is wise? How do you know if wisdom comes from God or from humans? What does James tell us that can help us to decide whether or not wisdom is of God or of humans? 

Pray: God, give us wisdom and help us to be people who know what is from you and what is not from you. Amen. 

List of Wise Sayings

1. A penny saved is a penny earned. 

2. Bad company corrupts good morals. 

3. It is better to give than to receive. 

4. Give me liberty or give me death. 

5. A word rightly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver. 

6. Cleanliness is next to godliness. 

7. An apple a day keeps the doctor away. 

8. We must obey God rather than man. 

9. Haste makes waste. 
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The theme: The good life is not strictly a way of thinking, but also a way of living. Those who embrace the wisdom of God live a life of selflessness. In contrast, those who embrace the wisdom of the world live lives of selfishness. In other words, the wisdom you choose determines the life you live. Or in the words of another wise one, “you will know them by their fruits.” 

This week Kevin helped us to see that James’ definition of the good life differs greatly than the world’s definition. Instead of living for self and climbing the ladder of success James urges a life of peace and mercy towards others. In other words, the good life is a life lived in consideration of those around us.  
Leadership tip: Each member of the group brings to the conversation a variety of experiences that influence how they read and hear the text. Try to make sure that in your discussion, when you encounter a variety of viewpoints, that you try to unearth why people believe what they do about a given topic or text. Often understanding the story behind an answer gives more insight than the answer itself. 
Relate  Use a few to introduce the theme, check everyone’s spiritual pulse, and “break the ice.”  No right or wrong answers – maybe goofy but not wrong!  Look for opportunities to affirm and encourage through these questions. 
· For some groups it may have been a few weeks since you last met. Take some time to see what people did over the Labor Day weekend. Stay at home? Go on vacation? Go to Encampment? 
· Does anyone have a favorite family vacation memory from this recent Labor Day (or the past) that they would like to share? 
· Think back over the last week. Did anyone have anything especially good happen to them? Why was that a good thing? 
