
Group discussion  Each number below includes questions that relate to the scripture.  I offer a few answers, but your perspective may be better.  The point is to discuss, not to get 100% agreement.  Rule of thumb:  the fewer questions you ask, the better.  Save time for “the big question.”

Read James 5:19-20 aloud. Since this is such a short passage one creative way to hear this text might be to have several people in your group read the text in different translations. 

1. What struck you from Kevin’s sermon this morning or from the reading of the text this evening? 

Why did that word, phrase, or thought stick out to you? 

2. Who is James speaking to in this text? (19)

Why might it be important to realize that the whole church is included in the instruction of James? 

In other words, what are the dangers of limiting James’ discussion to one group of people within the church (e.g., just ministers, just elders, just outgoing members)? 

3. How does James describe the action of the sinner in this text? (19) Hint: Note the verb James uses. 
If you observed an individual wandering around (e.g., in a field) how would you describe them? What adjectives might you use? 

In light of this description how would you describe an individual who was “wandering from the truth?” 

Can anyone in the group describe a time where they felt like they “wandered from the truth?” How did you feel, think, and act? 

Based on these examples what might you do in order to prevent another individual from wandering away? 

4. How does James describe the action of the other individual involved? (20) Hint: Note the verb James uses.
What makes going after those who wander from the truth difficult?

In other words, what kinds of things stand in the way of reaching out to those who have wandered from faith? 

How do the words of James provide encouragement (and warning) to go and bring people back in spite of these things standing in the way? For example, what promises does James make? 

5. James likely writes to a small body of Christians. Yet, College Hills is a large congregation. What unique challenges do big churches face in regards to keeping people from wandering from the truth? 

What are some constructive ways College Hills might fight against these challenges? Hint: Think about Sunday mornings…as well as through the rest of the week.

6. To close your discussion take a few moments to read Matthew 18: 10-14. 

In what ways does this passage in Matthew relate to the words of James? 

What do we learn about God towards those who wander away? 

What might we do to reflect these characteristics of God? 

· The million-dollar question  If you ask only one question, let this be it.  Allow at least 20 minutes.  Go around the circle and give each person an opportunity to answer.  It’s okay if they pass, but at least they get a chance to respond.
Who is one person that you think of in you life who has “wandered from the truth?” What can you do for that person this week? 

Resources  

Kid-friendly activity.  An activity designed to help kids and adults grow in faith together.  Do this first, then dismiss the kids so the adults can talk.

Play the “Marco Polo” Game

Preparation: Find an open space (preferably a yard) where the kids can spread out. 

Delivery: Let the kids play the traditional game of “Marco Polo.” Have one kid close his or her eyes (or blindfold them). Then let the other kids wander around within the set perimeters of the yard. The blindfolded kid will yell “Marco” and the other kids will yell back “Polo.” The goal is for the blindfolded kid to listen, find, and tag one of the other kids. 

After the kids have played this game for a while make a change. Allow the blindfolded kid take off the blindfold, yet still play the game the same way (they say “Marco” and the others respond with “Polo”). Obviously the kid will have a much easier time tagging someone. Allow them to play a few times and then call them together. 

Discussion 1: Ask the kid(s) who was blindfolded, “Which time was it easier for you to find your friends?” Follow up question: Why was that time easier? 

Comment 1: So you’re saying that when you were not blindfolded and could actually see them then it was easier to hunt them down and tag them, right? 

Read: James 5:19-20

Comment 2: James tells us that as Christians we are supposed to be on the lookout for friends at church who might wander away from the truth. However, sometimes we have trouble seeing them because we are not looking for them. In other words, we are blindfolded. The challenge for us is to be looking for wandering Christians.  

Discussion 2: What kinds of things can Christians do to make sure they are looking for friends who are wandering from the truth? 

Pray: God, help us to pay attention to our fellow Christians. 
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The theme: The temptation to wander from the truth of God is a challenge many Christians face. However, the temptation to let others wander away is also a pressing challenge. In the same way those who wander away need to be brought back to faith so do those within the church need to return to responsibility for the community of faith. 
This week Kevin’s sermon reminded us of James’ concern for the entire community of faith—not only for the faithful, but also for those who have left the faith. In other words, the church is called to be in the business of bringing back those who have wandered away from the truth. According to James this communal emphasis is a matter of life and death.

Leadership tip: This week’s text is a vivid reminder of why the ministry of Life Groups can be so beneficial to a church. They provide an opportunity where members can check in on one another and help prevent others from wandering away. Part of such prevention is showing appreciation to everyone involved in your group. This week make sure you take time to let everyone know that they are a valued member of your Life Group. 
Relate  Use a few to introduce the theme, check everyone’s spiritual pulse, and “break the ice.”  No right or wrong answers – maybe goofy but not wrong!  Look for opportunities to affirm and encourage through these questions. 
· Happy Halloween! Take time to share with the group the most memorable Halloween costume you ever wore. 
· Next Sunday, November 7, is Overflow Sunday! Take time to share with the group someone you are planning on inviting to this big event.
· If you could be any animal what would it be and why? 
