
Group discussion  Each number below includes questions that relate to the scripture.  I offer a few answers, but your perspective may be better.  The point is to discuss, not to get 100% agreement.  Rule of thumb:  the fewer questions you ask, the better.  Save time for “the big question.”

1. Before reading the passage today take some time to reflect on the season of Overflow College Hills has been participating in over the last few months. 

Name and describe any special service projects you participated in during Overflow. 

What was one highlight from that project that you will take with you? 

How do you think you were changed through that act of service? In other words, what is one thing you learned from that project? 

Now read John 14:1-14 aloud. As a way to get more than one person involved assign these sections to different people (vs. 1-3, 4-7, 8-11, and 12-14). 

2. What is the initial command of Jesus in this passage (1)? 

What reason(s) does Jesus give for making this command (2-3)? 

Why do you think it is important for Christians to know that there is a place for them after the grave? 

What is one thing about heaven you are most looking forward to? 

3. Jesus shifts his conversation from talking about “the place” of his Father (1-3) to “the way” to his Father (4-7). Who or what does Jesus say is the way to the Father? 

Based on the words of his disciples why was this a challenging message for them to hear? 

Why do you think this is a challenging message for disciples today? 

How might Christians do a better job emphasizing “the way” of discipleship and not just “the place” of reward with Jesus? 

4. Based on Jesus’ teaching describe in your own words the relationship of the Son and the Father (8-11). 

According to Jesus, what is the “evidence” for the truth of this relationship? 

How do our “works” provide evidence that we are in relationship with the Father? 

Hint: Think about our recent study in James. 

Name an individual whose life reflects an intimate relationship with God. What about their life makes you think of them? 

5. Name the concluding promises that Jesus speaks to his disciples (12-14). 

How are these promises challenging to your walk of faith? 

How do these promises give hope to your walk of faith? 

6. What does Jesus say is to be the aim of the disciples when they ask for things? (13)

What kinds of things might you pray for if your goal was to bring glory to the Father? 

What kinds of behaviors might you live out if your goal was to bring glory to the Father? 

Hint: Start by thinking about the life of Jesus
· The million-dollar question  If you ask only one question, let this be it.  Allow at least 20 minutes.  Go around the circle and give each person an opportunity to answer.  It’s okay if they pass, but at least they get a chance to respond.
Jesus makes many promises in this passage. Read the passage again and name the one you need to hear most right now. Why do you need that promise in your life? 

Resources  

Bible notes

Context is everything…well nearly everything. It is especially important in our passage today. Jesus’ words in John 14 come at a pivotal point in his ministry. He stands on the brink of death and utters some of the last words he will ever say to them while still alive. Remember that this is a tense and emotional moment as you read through this passage in John’s gospel. How does that awareness affect your reading of the Word? 
Kid-friendly activity.  An activity designed to help kids and adults grow in faith together.  Do this first, then dismiss the kids so the adults can talk.

Play the “Finding the Way” Game
Preparation: Get a map of some kind (e.g., a road atlas, print one off on your computer, look in the back of your Bible). Another option would be to have each kid draw and decorate a map for themselves. 

Delivery: Gather the kids around and ask a few questions about maps. What am I holding? Have you ever used a map? When and where were you going? Do you think maps are helpful? Why are maps helpful? 
Read: John 14:1-6

Question 1: What does Jesus say about getting to the Father? 

Question 2: What do you think Jesus means when he says he provides a way to the Father? 

Question 3: What kinds of things does Jesus do that we should do? Or what kinds of things does Jesus say that we too should say? 

Conclusion: Jesus’ life serves as a model for what it means to live in relationship with the Father. Therefore, when we see a map we should remember the words of Jesus—that no one gets to the Father except through him. We all need to remember that following the life and way of Jesus is the path to God.  

Prayer: God, help us our lives to look more and more like that of Jesus. Help us to grow to know you more and more this week. Thank you for all that you have given to us. Amen. 
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John 14:1-14 – Greater Things

By Wilson McCoy (wilson.mccoy@gmail.com)

The theme: The promises of Jesus often focus on our future reward—there is a place being prepared for those who believe in him. However, Jesus also makes promises for the present lives of his disciples—they will do greater things than he did. 

Ultimately, whether future or present, the goal of all of these promises is that the Father would be glorified. This goal is the greatest thing. 

This week was a special one for College Hills. Our guest, Jarrod Brown, used this text in John 14 to speak about both his work in Honduras as well as the work of College Hills. In many ways his lesson summed up the truth of the promise of Jesus to his disciples—that they will do greater things!

Leadership tip: Environment is everything…well nearly everything. The space you provide for your life group can often help or hinder effective discussion. This week as you prepare the space for your groups think about some of the following questions: will everyone be comfortable in this setting? Will everyone be able to see and hear each other in this space? Is this space free of unnecessary distractions? You might be surprised how a few changes to the layout of your meeting space can change the dynamic of a discussion.  
Relate  Use a few to introduce the theme, check everyone’s spiritual pulse, and “break the ice.”  No right or wrong answers – maybe goofy but not wrong!  Look for opportunities to affirm and encourage through these questions. 
· This morning was Overflow Sunday. Allow each person to share some of their highlights from the service today. 

· If someone handed you a newspaper what section would you read first? Sports? Business? Front page? Comics? 

· Where is your favorite place to go to truly relax and rejuvenate? Why is that place “your spot?”
