
Group discussion  Each number below includes questions that relate to the scripture.  I offer a few answers, but your perspective may be better.  The point is to discuss, not to get 100% agreement.  Rule of thumb:  the fewer questions you ask, the better.  Save time for “the big question.”

Read Matthew 6:1-4 aloud. Try reading a few different translations. 
1. What strikes you from this passage? Was there a word, phrase, or idea that grabbed your attention? Why? 
What from Kevin’s sermon this morning stuck out to you most? Why do you think that was important for you to hear today? 

2. Jesus begins a new section of his sermon with an introductory warning (1). How would you paraphrase this warning of Jesus? 

Have you ever experienced a time when you (or someone you know—wink, wink) did something good in order to be seen? Share this experience (or “their” experience). 

Why is being seen such a temptation when doing good things?

Do you think that impulse is inherently wrong? Why or why not? 

How might disciples redirect that impulse in better ways? 

3. Jesus’ first example of living righteousness is almsgiving (a.k.a. giving to the poor) (2-4). What specifically does Jesus warn against when it comes to giving? 

In what ways are people tempted today in order to draw attention to their giving? Hint: Think both within the church and other areas of life. 
Do you think it is even possible in our world to be completely anonymous when we give? Why or why not? 

Is Jesus’ point that we can NEVER do anything good in public? If so, why do you think this? If not, then what is Jesus’ deeper point? 

4. Jesus uses a word in this passage and through this section to describe those who draw attention to themselves (2). What is the word he uses? 
How would you define that word? (See Bible Notes)

Based on that definition, why then do you think that Jesus calls these people hypocrites? Hint: Read Matthew 23:5-7.
How might a person make the transition from performing their deeds for others to making God their only audience? 

More specifically…describe the kind of heart a person might have who lives this way. 
5. Jesus also spends some time in this passage affirming certain giving behaviors. What are some of the things he affirms (or instructs) his disciples to do?
One promise contained in his affirmation is that giving in secret brings about a reward. What do you think this reward is? 

Do you think he is talking about something tangible or not? Why? 

Have you ever had an experience where you felt like you were rewarded for an unseen good deed you did? Tell the story. 

How does this experience help you understand Jesus’ promise of receiving a reward? 
6. What do we learn about God from Jesus’ teaching? 
How are your perceptions of God challenged or changed? 

What about these descriptions do you find comforting/encouraging? 

How might this new view change the way you relate to God?  
· The million-dollar question  If you ask only one question, let this be it.  Allow at least 20 minutes.  Go around the circle and give each person an opportunity to answer.  It’s okay if they pass, but at least they get a chance to respond.
Think of five creative ways to give without ever being seen or others knowing. Pick one and try it this week (but don’t tell your group!). 
Resources  

Bible notes

Jesus begins a new section of the Sermon on the Mount this week by talking about doing righteous deeds in order to be seen (6:1). This opening verse should be seen as the “thesis statement” of this section of teaching. Following this introductory remark Jesus gives three examples (almsgiving, praying, and fasting) to illustrate this new kind of righteous life. These are not a new set of laws for his disciples—they simply illustrate the kind of deeds that will flow out of a person transformed on the inside. 
To “give alms “in Jesus’ day was a term to describe giving to the poor. 
“Hypocrite” in Jesus’ world was a word used to describe actors in a theater. They were those in the business of putting on a show for others. Using this word in his teaching emphasizes the deceitful and “staged” life one lives when their deeds are aimed to others and not God. 
Kid-friendly activity.  An activity designed to help kids and adults grow in faith together.  Do this first, then dismiss the kids so the adults can talk.

“Putting on a Show” Activity
Prep: Assemble construction paper, markers, scissors, and string. 

Activity: Have the kids build decorative masks. Encourage them to design a specific character, animal, person, etc. 

Discussion: Have the kids talk about their masks (and masks in general). Who did you create with your mask? Can you put on the mask and impersonate who/what you created? When do people wear masks? Why do they wear masks? 

After discussing these questions read: Matthew 6:1-4.
Discussion: In Jesus day one group of people wore masks a lot. They were actors in the theaters. The name they were often called? Hypocrites. What do you think, then, Jesus is teaching his disiples about what it means to follow him? When are Christians tempted to put on a show for others? How can we resist this temptation? 
Delivery: To follow Jesus means to resist the temptation to put on a show for others. Jesus encourages us to live out lives for an audience of One—God and God alone. Let’s pray with each other  that God would help us to live a life for him alone. 
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Matthew 6:1-4– The Heart of Living Righteousness: Almsgiving 
By Wilson McCoy (wilson.mccoy@gmail.com)

The theme: Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount invites disciples into a different kind of life—one that is changed from the inside. Part of this internal transformation includes an external change. However, as this passage warns, those external dimensions of righteousness can too easily become the focus of our lives. Such behavior is misplaced in both intent and purpose. Instead, Jesus invites us into a life where our acts of righteousness in the world start with a transformed heart for God and others. 
This week Kevin continued his “Praying for Reign” series by focusing on Jesus’ warning to not focus on others’ approval when doing righteous deeds. Instead, our focus should be on God and God alone. In other words, we are to live our lives for an audience of One. 
Leadership tip: One challenge leaders often face is getting their group to discuss a given topic (and some have trouble getting their group to stop!). This week, as you discuss the temptation to do good deeds for others, the conversation may get an even slower start (who wants to admit falling into this temptation?!). One way to get the conversation moving when things get stale is to share/confess a time when this was (or still is) a temptation for yourself. Be willing to poke a bit of fun at your own expense. It shows the group you’re struggling too, but also that it is okay for them to share as well. 
Relate  Use a few to introduce the theme, check everyone’s spiritual pulse, and “break the ice.”  No right or wrong answers – maybe goofy but not wrong!  Look for opportunities to affirm and encourage through these questions. 
· It’s April shower season. What’s your favorite rainy day activity? 
· What was your first job? 
· Who do you think will win the NCAA championship? 
