
II. Read & reflect  Read questions help the group understand the text. Generally they have a correct answer – see the italicized text or look in the verse.  Reflect questions help the group grasp the significance of the passage.  Sometimes they have a right/wrong answer, but they are often open to interpretation.

Read Romans 8:18-27 aloud. 
1. What were some things Christians suffered in the first three centuries after Jesus?

Disowned by families, persecuted and confronted by Jews, imprisoned & interrogated & killed by Romans, economic persecution, etc.

How does the glory awaiting us compare to the suffering Christians face (18)?

How are Christians are suffering around the world today?

What are some ways we suffer because we are Christians?

Probably on a much smaller scale, but there are some downsides.

2. What is creation waiting for?

“For the sons of God to be revealed.”

Why does creation want to see that day when the truth is told?

“For the creation was subjected to frustration…The creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.”  

How did creation come to be in bondage?
If the world will be destroyed in the end, how will creation be brought into freedom?

3. According to verse 23, what do we groan for?
What other things make your spirit groan for God to act?

How much is Heaven a motivator for you?  How often do you think about it?

4. What is hope?
How does hope relate to lacking something?

“Who hopes for what he already has?”

How does hope help you to wait patiently?

5. Who helps us as we wait for our adoption to be finalized?
The Spirit.

How does He help our prayers?

Why would the Spirit groan (26) about our concerns?  

He is not a detached observer, but one who truly understands.

How does it give you hope to know that the Spirit is interceding for you?

6. What is the opposite of hope?
When have you been hopeless?

Why should Christians be the most hopeful people on the planet?

How is God a source of hope for us?
Think about what He has done thru the ages and in your life.

Think about what He has promised to do in the future.

7. If the creation is a fellow-sufferer with us, how should we treat the environment?

What are you doing to protect the environment?  Is there any spiritual significance to environmental issues?

Why does environmentalism tend to be a cause associated with non-Christians?

III. Respond  Questions to help the group apply the lesson and share ways they can help one another grow.

What is something you are waiting for patiently and hopefully today?
What gives you the most hope these days?

If you had a friend who had lost hope, how would you encourage that person?  Would it make a difference if that person was a believer?

How much hope did your life demonstrate today?

· The point – Trust in God to do what He said He would do, and let your faith lead to hope! 
Kid-friendly activity… 

Before the meeting…Get some really good candy.  Put the candy in a box, wrap the box.  Put that box in a bigger box & wrap it.  Keep getting bigger boxes as long as you can.

At the meeting… Tell the kids you have an awesome treat inside the box, and they can open the box as soon as they answer one question.

What does Romans 8:22 mean?

They can open the next box if they answer one more question –

What does Romans 8:23 mean?  Do the same for 24 & 25.

What is the difference in a situation that is hopeless and one where there is hope?

How is there hope for EVERY situation when we follow God?

What is one thing you are hopefully expecting God to do?
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Romans 8 -- Hope
The theme for this meeting:  Hope. 

We have been discussing the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23).  Not to say Paul’s list is incomplete, but it seems like there are some other virtues worthy of developing as well.  The next two weeks, we will look at two such virtues – hope & humility.
This discussion will center around Romans 8:18-27, a passage full of hope because of the good things God will do and the help of His Spirit today.   Credit where it’s due – I had a crazy week, so I “borrowed” 2-3 of these questions from the Serendipity study Bible.  A book you need to have!
Remind your group of the Ronnys on April 6.  A similar program as last year, with a meal at 6 and program in the auditorium!  You or your group needs to nominate for an award, and talk to Steve Webb (H447-7351, W702-8195) about videotaping your nomination.
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Your co-worker,

John Grant 
I. Relate  Use a few of these to introduce the theme and “break the ice.”  No right or wrong answers – maybe goofy but not wrong!  Look for opportunities to affirm and encourage individuals through these questions. 
· What signs of aging are you starting to feel in your bones?
· Who is someone you know who is adopted?
· What do you want most in life?






